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George Chittenden is introducing his Blue Marble Solutions Inc. foam insulation to home and business owners in Amador and Calaveras counties.

Photo by: Marcia Oxford

New insulation company ‘foaming’ into Amador

George Chittenden, who operated his successful Healthy Buildings USA in Napa, now heads Blue Marble Solutions, Inc. Chittenden offers an environmentally sound insulation product aimed at closing construction gaps in business or residential buildings while simultaneously reducing energy costs.

“With Healthy Buildings, my concept was to build as ‘green’ as possible, but more importantly to build buildings that had good indoor air quality,” Chittenden said. “After five years of building steel condos and private residences, I sold that business to my partner and I started Blue Marble. I’ve matched Blue Marble Solutions with homeowners, builders and developers in buildings in Shelter Cove, Auburn, Sonoma and 56 townhomes in Napa among other sites. Now I’m introducing the product to clients , architects and contractors in Amador and Calaveras counties.

“One of the most critical aspects in the cost of heating and cooling a home is air intrusion, the little cracks and crevices where air can blow from outside a building, or heat can escape around pipes, windows, doors, ceiling light fixtures,” he continued. “Normal Fiberglass or cellulose insulation doesn’t have the ability to seal those areas because it’s slipped in or poured between building studs. Blue Marble Solutions uses an expanding foam, manufactured on site. When it’s applied, it expands 120 percent to fill all those openings. It cuts down a major percentage of air intrusion. And the foam, which is a polyurethane substance, does not allow water to penetrate into walls, which avoids the possibility of mold developing.”

Chittenden purchases the solution through Demilec (USA), LLC , based in Dallas since 1971, which offers an energy guarantee for the first two years based on the company’s experience of 50 to 75 percent reduction in heating and cooling costs. The insulation lends itself to concrete form, wood or steel construction; Chittenden stressed that because steel is a “channel format,” the Blue Marble product is the best solution for that medium.

Asked about R-value ratings, he said values are determined by how thickly product is applied. “Typically, in lower elevations, building departments require R-13, which would be 3 1/2 inches of my product,” Chittenden explained. He added that in ceilings and depending on the altitude, R-30 ratings may be required. Noting that R value is determined by national standards from an approved independent laboratory, Chittenden said Blue Marble meets all industry standards.

He and his wife Luanne, who is studying psychology at Folsom Lake College, have lived in Somerset almost five years. They are parents to Travis, 9, and Hayley, 11.

For more information, call (800) 874-1422, cell (530) 306-6896 or go online to www.bluemarblesolutionsinc.com Or e-mail george@bluemarblesolutionsinc.com. Chittenden offers free consultation to homeowners, contractors and architects. His company is bonded.
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With the announcement that two people have been diagnosed with West Nile Virus in Sacramento, will you take more precautions to protect yourself? [image: image5.wmf]
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